MTHL: THE BRIDGE THAT
CHANGES EVERYTHING

Percentage of work done on
MTHL, which is likely to be
opened to traffic by November

DRONE TOUR OF MTHL

Scan the QR
code to watch

- the drone
video from
. which this
still has been
taken

Manthank. com

barriersas

ver four decades
since it was first

proposed, the
Mumbai  Trans-
Harbour Link
(MTHL), a 22%km

bridge between the island city
and the mainland, is on the verge
of being finished. The main deck
is being targeted to be completed
by November and the connecting
ramps on either side by June. If
thesedeadlinesarekept, the near-
Iy Rs 18,000-crore Sewri to Nhava
Shevabridgecanbeopenedby the
endof year. The full benefit of the
i d h

Alsystemto
monitor traffic.

There will be interchanges at
SewriinMumbai,and Shivaji Na-
gar and Chirle in Navi Mumbai,
said MMRDA chief engineer SA
Wadhekar: A toll plaza will be at
Gawhan, Navi Mumbai. An open
road tolling system will allow col-
lection without booths, so that ve-
hiclesdonot need toslow downor
stop to pay toll. The bridge is de-
signed for speeds of 100 kmph.

Owing to the nature of the
project, the technological and ec-
ological challenges have been
steep. Engineers said the latest
construction and material tech-

g g
er in that it will facilitate east-
ward — would be

lenges of building in a complex
i one that includes a

felt once two crucial connectors
areready inafew years: The Wor-
li-Sewri connector, which will di-
rectly link the Coastal Road with
MTHL, and a direct link to the
Mumbai-Pune Expressway from
the MTHLs Chirleend. With
16.5km over water, MTHL will be
the longest sea-bridge in India
and the12th longest in the world.
“Ninety-three percent of the
bridge has been completed, with
surface paving already begun on
partsof thedeck,”said SVR Srini-
vas, commissioner of the Mum-
bai oy

monsoon climate that restricts
work in some months and a har-
bour topography filled with fish-
ing boats, container ships, an
atomic facility, and oil pipelines.
The idea of a cross-harbour
bridge for Mumbai has been
around since the early 1970s. A
1972 government committee pro-
posed a bridge from Colaba to
Uran that was opposed by naval
and port authorities. In 1981, a
steering group headed by JRD Ta-
ta recommended the Sewri-Nha-
va Sheva route. By 1984, a final
had been approved by

ment Authority (MMRDA), the
implementing authority of the
project and the bridge's owner. A
180-metre stretch of water is all
that lies between two sides of a
bridge that could transform con-
nectivity in the region. MTHL
will be “a gamechanger” for re-
gional development, said Srini-
vas. Mumbai has mostly expand-
ed northwards because of being
surrounded by the sea, he noted.
“Now, for the first time, there will
bean option toexpand eastwards.
Thelink will spur redevelopment
of cessed buildings in south
Mumbai, besides opening up
more employment opportunities
as businesses may set up their

back offices in Navi Mumbai.”
Thebridgeisexpected todras-
tically reduce travel time be-
tween Mumbai and Pune on the
one hand and between Mumbai
and the under-construction Navi
porton

PMO, but the plan lay dormant
untilthemid-1990s, whenanother
review was done. It was only in
2004 that the first effort was made
to get the project off the ground
with a proposal from the state-
funded IL&FS. A call for bids the
following year brought more
players to the table, notably rival
bids by the Ambani brothers,
with a Reliance Energy consorti-
umwinningout by 2008, only tobe
discarded later as “unrealistic”.
Finally, after MMRDA received a
single bid from a pre-qualified
consortium in 2013, it decided to
execute the project on cash con-
tract. The work of building the
Sewrisideof thebridgeas wellas
land work went to a consortium
of L&T and Japan's [HI Infras-
tructure Systems; the Navi Mum-
bai side of the bridge was as-
signed to Daewoo-Tata. Work on
ground began in April 2018,

the cost

the other: With projected annual

project
escalated from Rs 4,500 crore in
2005 to Rs 17,843 crore in 2018,
about 85% of which was funded

Cooperation Agency
CA). Thebridgeis intendedtolast
ahundred years.




